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Abstract 
Corruption is presently one of the major challenges facing the human race. The world 
over, corruption is increasingly being seen as a threat to human existence to the extent 
that some commentators have called for it to be recognised as a ‘crime against humanity.’ 
Indeed, corruption has been identified as the main obstacle to the realisation of good 
governance, sustainable development and Millennium Development Goals. It has 
monumental effects on the political, economic, social and cultural well-being of societies. 
Nigeria in particular is richly endowed with qualitative human and natural resources but 
yet to find an appropriate and rightful place among the committee of nations in the world. 
One major reason that is responsible for this socio-economic stagnation is attributable to 
corruption and all effort geared at stemming the tide appears to be unsuccessful.  The 
paper examines the effectiveness of ICPC on corruption and good governance in Nigeria 
between 2011and 2018. Structural Functionalism theory will be used as a guide of this 
paper. Research design of the study is content analysis. The paper concludes that 
corruption has negatively impacted on infrastructural development in Nigeria, and the 
activities of the ICPC are yet to reflect on the level of corruption in Nigeria. 
 




1.1 Conceptual Framework of Corruption 
 
Corruption is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon with multiple causes and effects, 
as it takes on various forms and functions in different contexts. The phenomenon of 
corruption ranges from the single act of a payment contradicted by law to an endemic 
malfunction of a political and economic system. The problem of corruption has been seen 
either as a structural problem of politics or economics, or as a cultural and individual 
moral problem. The definition of corruption consequently ranges from the broad terms of 
“misuse of public power” and “moral decay” to strict legal definitions of corruption as an 
act of bribery involving a public servant and a transfer of tangible resources. This paper 
examines the effectiveness of ICPC on corruption and good governance in Nigeria 
between 2011and 2018. 
 
2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
The Design of the paper is content analysis i.e. it strictly relies on secondary data such as, 
text books, journals, reports, etc. for analysis and conclusion. 
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2.1 Theoretical Framework 
 
i) Structural Functionalism theory 
Structural Functionalism Theory propounded by Spencer, 1820-1903, Durkheim, 1893, 
Parson in the late 1930s. One of the assumptions of this theory is that certain functional 
requirements must be satisfied if a society is to survive. Put differently, there should be 
existence of functional subsystems to ensure the survivability of the society. The 
subsystems are expected to perform their functions credibly. The society is therefore, 
composed of certain arrangement of parts (structures) or subsystems which undertake 
various responsibilities (functions) in a coordinated and independent manner so as to 
achieve societal goals and objectives (Ugwuja, 2016). Structural functional theory has 
been one of the theoretical explanations aimed at ensuring deeper understanding of the 
societal process which invariably leads to societal progress and sustainability. 
 
3. DEFINITION OF THE KEY WORDS 
 
a. Corruption 
Accordingly, the study of corruption has been “multi-disciplinary” and dispersed, ranging 
from universal theoretical modelling to detailed descriptions of single corruption 
scandals. It has been studied as a problem of political, economic, cultural or moral 
underdevelopment, and mostly as something in between. The complex nature of 
corruption has made most observers agree that it pervades many societies and that there 
are no quick-fix solutions to it. The “Source Book” of Transparency International does 
for instance maintain that public programmes, government reorganisation, law 
enforcement, public awareness and the creation of institutions to prevent corruption are 
nothing but elements in a long-term process that needs to be supported from above and 
below and that also needs attitude changes at all levels (Pope 1997). Furthermore, it has 
been noted that corruption does not disappear as countries develop and modernise, but 
rather that corruption takes on new forms (Girling 1997). 
 
No doubt, corruption is the unethical or illegal advantages procured through official 
position. Akanbi (2003), the distinguished former chairman of ICPC classified corruption 
in Nigeria into three categories, these are: 
i.Street level corruption which describes corruption in administration as shown in day 
to day experiences of the citizens in their interactions with officials. 
ii.Business corruption that occurs among low to medium sized business with or without 
active connivance of the equivalent public sector official; and 
iii.High level corruption, which involves huge sums of money in high power centers in 
finance, public service and administration (Iyanda, 2012). 
 
Thus, corruption can be seen as a conscious and well planned act by a person or group of 
persons to appropriate by unlawful means the wealth of another person or group of 
persons. It can also be seen as the act of turning power and authority to ready cash 
(Philips, 2014). 
 
b. The concept of good governance 
The concept of governance has many definitions. To the World Bank (2000), governance 
refers to how power is exercised in the management of a nation’s economic and social 
resources for developmental purposes. This involves three applications; “the form of the 
 
The International Seminar on Regional Politics, Administration and Development 2020 
(INSORPAD2020), STISIPOL Raja Haji, Riau, INDONESIA, 14-15 October 2020 
 
531  
political regime; the process by which governmental power is exercised in the 
management of a country’s economic and social resources; and government capacity to 
implement public policies”. Good governance is derived from the concept of governance. 
According to Adeosun (2012), good governance entails the capacity to manage a 
country’s resources in a transparent, accountable, equitable manner, in response to the 
needs of the people. A good aspect of this view is the need to recognise and respond 
adequately to the aspirations of the citizens. 
 
“Good governance” is a normative conception of the values according to which the act of 
governance is realized, and the method by which groups of social actors interact in a 
certain social context. The lack of a generally accepted definition of the concept is 
compensated by the identification of principles that strengthen good governance in any 
society. The most often enlisted principles include: participation, rule of law, 
transparency of decision making or openness, accountability, predictability or coherence, 
and effectiveness. The international donor community generally shares the view that these 
principles stand at the foundation of sustainable development. 
 
The first characteristic refers to equal participation by all members of society as the key 
element of good governance, with everyone having a role in the process of decision-
making. Secondly, good governance implies the rule of law maintained through the 
impartiality and effectiveness of the legal system. Rule of law also means the protection 
of human rights (particularly those of minorities), independent judiciary and impartial and 
incorruptible law enforcement agencies. The rule of law involves a variety of conditions, 
being strongly connected to good administration of justice, good legal framework, 
verified dispute mechanisms, equal access to justice, and the independence of judiciary 
workers (lawyers, judges). 
 
Good governance is also based on the transparency of the decision-making process, which 
ensures that information is freely available and accessible to those involved or affected 
by the decisions taken. Transparency therefore means free access to information. Last, 
but not least, accountability and responsibility (of the institutions, just as much as of the 
civil society) are key requirements of good governance, with all of the participants in the 
political and economic processes being accountable for their decisions to each other. 
 
3. History of the establishment of Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related 
Offences Commission (ICPC) 
 
The new political dispensation was welcomed into office in 1999 with the Transparency 
International ranking of Nigeria as the second most corrupt nation in the world. This was 
as a prolonged military rule in Nigeria. The newly sworn-in president then, President 
Olusegun Obasanjo saw corruption as a thing that needed to be nipped in the bud. In his 
swearing-in speech as previously mentioned, he reiterated the need for a concerted effort 
in fighting corruption when he said;  
“Corruption, the greatest single bane of our society today will be tackled head on; no 
society can achieve anything near its full potential if it allows corruption to become the 
full blown cancer it has been in Nigeria”.  
 
His government therefore swung to action by establishing anti-corruption agencies 
through The Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Act 2000. Among the newly 
 
The International Seminar on Regional Politics, Administration and Development 2020 
(INSORPAD2020), STISIPOL Raja Haji, Riau, INDONESIA, 14-15 October 2020 
 
532  
created anti-corruption agencies then is Independent Corrupt Practices and other related 
offences Commission (ICPC). It was established to be the arrow-head of Obasanjo’s war 
against corruption as he promised. (Fajonyomi, 2006). ICPC was established to thread 
the path of ICAC of Hong Kong which was established in 1974. ICPC man-date was to 
clean up graft in Nigeria. It was designed to match and interfere strict enforcement with 
strong preventive measures and community education. (ICPC, 2008)  
 
4.1 Duties of the Agency  
 
Section 6 (a-f) of the ICPC Act 2000 sets out the duties of the Commission as stated be-
low:  
a. Where reasonable grounds exist for suspecting that any person conspired to commit or 
has attempted to commit or has committed an offence under this Act or any other law 
prohibiting corruption, to receive and investigate any report of the conspiracy to 
commit, attempt to commit or the commission of such offence and, in appropriate 
cases, to prosecute the offenders;  
b. To examine the practices, systems and procedures of public bodies and where, in the 
opinion of the Commission, such practices, systems or procedures aid or facilitate 
fraud or corruption, to direct and supervise a review of them;  
c. To instruct, advise and assist any officer, agency or parastatals on ways by which fraud 
or corruption may be eliminated or minimised by such officer, agency or parastatal;  
d. To advise heads of public bodies of any changes in practices, systems or procedures 
compatible with the effective discharge of the duties of the public bodies as the 
Commission thinks fit to reduce the likelihood or incidence of bribery, corruption, and 
related offences;  
e. To educate the public on and against bribery, corruption and related offences; and  
f. To enlist and foster public support in combating corruption.  
 
These duties can therefore be grouped into three main classes as follows: 
I. Enforcement Duties; Investigation and Prosecution  
II. Prevention Duties; Systems Study and Review  
III. Public Education and Enlightenment.  
 
Enforcement duties which include investigation and prosecution is one of the main du-
ties of ICPC. Investigation power is vested in the ICPC Act section 6A and B. Anti-
Corruption and Transparency Units were created to carry out this duty. There are 
professional investigators that are expected to carry out investigation when the needs 
arise. ACTU is therefore responsible for the investigation and it will represent the 
commission on whatever is going in the ministries. Moreover, with respect to the 
prosecution of cases, the ICPC Act provides that every prosecution for offences under it 
shall be done with the consent of the Attorney- General of the Federation. Furthermore, 
it is provided that the Chief Judge of a State or the Federal Capital Territory shall 
designate a court or judge to hear and determine all cases arising under the ICPC Act. 
Due to this, presently there are two such designated Judges in each State of the Federation 
and the Federal Capital Territory Abuja. (ICPC Act, 2000). 
  
Preventive duties which are system study and review are part of the core duties of ICPC. 
This mandate of corruption prevention through systemic study of the operations and 
activities of public institutions with the aim of identifying and correcting corruption prone 
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systems and procedures of public bodies, making recommendations for corrections as 
well as ensuring compliance to set out rules. These duties are carried out by the Planning 
Research and Review Department. This department has conducted System Study and 
Review of various governmental organizations in Nigeria.  
 
Public education and enlightenment duties are one of the mandates of the commission. 
This mandate includes enlightening, enlisting and fostering public support in tackling 
corruption. This department has designed effective communication strategies to 
propagate appropriate messages through channels of Mass Communication that could 
bring about positive change in the society. (ICPC Monitor, 2011).  
 
4.2 Structures of the Agency  
 
The structure of ICPC as provided for in Section 3(3) of the Act 2000 consists of a 
Chairman and twelve Members, two of who represent each of the six geo-political zones 
of the federation. Every member is selected from the following categories of Nigeria as 
spelt out by the Act: A retired Police Officer not below the rank of Commissioner of 
Police, A legal practitioner with at least 10 years post-call experience, A retired judge of 
a superior court of record, A retired Public Servant not below the rank of a Director, A 
woman, A youth not less than 21 or more than 30 years of age at the time of his or her 
appointment, A chartered accountant.  
 
The Act also provides that the Chairman and Members of the Commission, who shall be 
people of integrity, shall be appointed by the President upon confirmation by the Senate 
and shall declare their assets before resuming office.  
 
The Administrative structure of the commission is made up of departments and units. 
These departments include: Investigation, Special Duties, Prosecution, Administration, 
Finance and Accounts, Planning, Research and Review, Public Enlightenment and 
Education. Audit Unit and Clinic are also attached directly to the Secretary. The Chairman 
of the commission oversees all these departments, and second in line to the Chairman is 




Figure 1. Administrative Structure of ICPC (ICPC 2011) and (Osifo, 2012)  
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The Operational structure of the commission is the arrowhead of the Commission. It 
comprises of the Chairman of the Commission at the head of the hierarchy, followed by 
the Secretary to the Commission and three standing Committees (Committee1, 2 and 3). 
These committees supervise the activities of the various departments grouped under three 
sub-units. There are also some special units that report directly to the Chairman. These 
units are: Chairman`s Special Unit, Publication Unit and Fast Track Team. The 
Chairman`s Special Unit which reports directly to the Chairman is set up to expedite 
enforcement. The Fast Track Team which comprises of investigators, prosecutors and 
their members, and Internal Audit Unit all report directly to the Chairman. 
 
 
Figure 2. Operational Structure of ICPC (ICPC 2011;Osifo, 2012)  
 
 
4.3 ICPC and the control of Administrative Corruption in Practice  
 
The control of administrative corruption in Nigerian government has been a major cause 
of concern for subsequent government since independence, different government with 
different control policy as earlier mentioned. Nigeria being a nation that is enmeshed in 
this problem of administrative corruption, it is hard to find a best fit solution to control it. 
In this wise the introduction of ICPC was well received by Nigerians as a tool to control 
corruption. Despite the problem of legality that the agency faced at the onset, it was able 
to carry out some high profile investigations into corrupt government officials. As earlier 
stated in Obasanjo administration, investigation was carried out in connection with 
corruption activities over the National Identity Card project. The accused persons were 
former minister of Internal Affairs, Chief Sunday Afolabi, former minister of state and 
later minister of Internal Affairs, Dr. Mahmud Shata, former National Secretary of PDP, 
Dr. Okwesilieze Nwodo, and former minister of Labour and Productivity, Alhaji Hussaini 
Zannuwa Akwanga, Permanent Secretary Ministry of Internal Affairs, Ms. R D Akerele. 
They all served under the Obasanjo administration. Also named are former Director 
Department of National Civic Registration, Mr. Christopher Orumgre Agidi, and business 
partner of SAGEM in Nigeria, Mr. Niyi Adelagun. They were alleged to have received 
funds as bribe from an agent of the French electronics company, SAGEM, in order to 
secure a $214 million contract for the National Identity Card project. (Aluko, 2006). 
 
 
The International Seminar on Regional Politics, Administration and Development 2020 
(INSORPAD2020), STISIPOL Raja Haji, Riau, INDONESIA, 14-15 October 2020 
 
535  
Though little was done by ICPC to punish the culprits, but Nigerians were able to know 
the level of corruption in polity which was before now shrouded in mystery. ICPC since 
inception has been able to put notable Nigerians on corruption trials. Many years before 
the inception of ICPC, no case corruption was heard in any court in Nigeria. ICPC was 
able to file cases against individuals including Senators, Ministers, Judges, Senior 
Advocates, top executives of parastatals, Chief Medical Directors, Local Government 
Chairmen etc. including former Senate leader Senator Adolphous Wabara. (ICPC 
Monitor 2011.)  
 
ICPC in the area of corruption prevention has set up Anti-corruption and Transparency 
Monitoring Units (ACTUs) in 364 Government Ministries, Agencies and Parastatals, and 
has undertaken Systems Review exercises in 70 of them from 2002 to 2009. These 
activities have impacted greatly on the impunity of corrupt people whereby the incidence 
of corruption is reduced in some measure. The Planning, Research and Review 
Department usually conduct sensitization lectures for ACTUs on how to carry out their 
operations in their respective locations. (ICPC Monitor, 2011)  
 
In controlling corruption in the government, ICPC also has a television programme called 
“Corruption Must Go” through its Public Enlightenment Department. This programme is 
presented on the National Television Authority (NTA) nationwide. This will help in 
sensitising the polity and the general public on what corruption is and the punishment for 
whoever is caught in the act of corruption. There is also the ICPC News publication that 
is published monthly, and also the ICPC Monitor magazine that is published quarterly. 
(ICPC Monitor, 2011). 
 
ICPC in its bid to ensure that Nigerians are aware of corruption and what constitutes 
corrupt behaviours, it initiates through its education department, projects aimed at curb-
ing corruption in the society. It established Anti-corruption clubs in schools, Conferences, 
Seminars and Workshops, Grassroots Anti-corruption Outreach, Youth Education and 
Mobilisation, Partnership Platforms and Anti-corruption Educational Publications. 
Through all these programmes, many public servants from local government areas across 
the country have been trained. Conferences aimed at sensitising public servants across the 
six geographical zones of the country were held. National Conference on Anti-corruption 
Committees of Nigeria Legislatures and Heads of Anti-corruption Units in Government 
(NILCAC/ACTU) was jointly organised by ICPC and National Assembly. (ICPC 
Monitor, 2011)  
 
The menace of corruption cannot be controlled solely by the government, therefore ICPC 
adopted an holistic strategy of fighting corruption by making every Nigerian a stakeholder 
in the fight against corruption. The National Anti-corruption Volunteer Corps (NAVC) 
was created. Over 180,000 credible Nigerians have so far enlisted in it across the 
federation. The initiative is aimed at taking anti-corruption crusade to the grassroots. This 
initiative received commendation from the general public. (ICPC Monitor, 2011).  
 
Moreover, from year 2001 till 2011 which is the scope of the study, ICPC received various 
petitions of corruption and corrupts behaviours leveled against government officials and 
various public office holders. The table below shows the numbers of petitions received 
and treated within these specified years. Based on this table, the performance outlook of 
ICPC could be agreed to be poor and unacceptable based on the number of petitions 
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received and number of cases filed for prosecution. Moreover, the number of cases in 
favour of ICPC is quite low compare to the number filed. 
 
Table 1. ICPC Performance Table 2001-2011, (Osifo 2012, Onuogu 2013). 
Year Petitions Received Cases Filed Cases in favour of ICPC 
2001 44 4 0 
2003 418 14 0 
2005 415 11 0 
2007 777 51 3 
2009 998 26 7 
2011 270 23 0 
Total 2922 229 10 
 
 
5.  GUIDELINES 
 
1. Complaint/petition is made through a written report submitted online or through 
post or physically to any ICPC office all over Nigeria. 
2. If the complaint is submitted online, the report must be in Microsoft Word 
document format (.doc) or Adobe Reader (.pdf) 
3. The report shall set out details of the nature of the complaint, facts of the case 
against the person or persons complained against, date, time and place where the 
offense was allegedly committed. 
4. The complainant shall state his full address, the address or addresses and other 
relevant information that may assist in locating the person or persons against 
whom the complaint is made. 
5. If submitted online, the complainant shall submit his/her scanned copy of 
Identification Card (Drivers Licence, National ID Card or International Passport), 
if the report is submitted by post or physically, the complainant must sign or 
thumbprint the report. If a complaint is made orally or by an illiterate it shall be 
reduced into writing by an officer of the Commission. 
6. Such complaint received by the Commission shall be entered into the database at 
the commission. A copy of the report is endorsed and sent to the office of the 
Chairman. 
7. Within 48 hours of the receipt of the complaint, it shall be brought to the attention 
of the Chairman. 
 
6.  PROBLEMS FACED BY THE AGENCY  
 
Corruption being a recurrent issue in Nigeria, there is bound to be various problems with 
any agency charged with its control or total eradication. ICPC as an anti-corruption 
agency is not an exception. The problem of ICPC starts from its inception. Due to its 
enormous powers, the Senate of the Fourth Republic Nigeria saw it as a threat to their 
freedom. The Act was therefore repealed by the Senate to serve the interest of some 
prominent officers of the National Assembly, who already had some criminal com-plaints 
leveled against them by the Commission. There were allegations of corruption against the 
then Senate leader, Pius Anyim, and also Speaker of the House of Representatives, Ghali 
Umar Na’Abba. They both went to court to contest the powers of the Commission to 
investigate allegations of corruption leveled against them. This prompted the repeal of the 
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Commission Act in 2003. This was so disturbing that the then Chairman of the 
Commission Justice Mustapha Akanbi saw it as a tragedy and he wept for Nigeria. 
(Aluko, 2006).  
 
Another problem that faced the Commission is the problem of inadequate funding. The 
budgetary allocation by the government to the Commission is small compare with what 
the Chairman of the Commission requested for. At the onset the Chairman requested for 
2 billion naira to execute the program of the Commission, but the government gave them 
500 million naira which was not enough. Carrying out investigation on governors and 
other government functionaries on money laundering require sending investigators 
abroad which cost a lot of money. But where there is no available fund, it become 
impossible. Also the counsel fees for filing a case in court are expensive. It was seen as 
an attempt by the government to frustrate the effort of the Commission by starving it of 
funds. (Fajonyomi, 2006).  
 
The Commission is also faced with the problem of judiciary, it is not free from judicial 
intervention. Despite the fact that the Commission has enough evidence to prosecute 
corrupt government officials and past governors, a clause in the ICPC Act section 52 (1) 
which requires that the Commission should forward any case involving the President, 
Vice President, State Governors and Deputy Governors, to the Chief Justice of the 
Federation for investigation. The Chief Justice subsequently appoints an independent 
counsel to carry out another investigation. This clause debars the Commission from 
prosecuting many of these leaders. (Fajonyomi, 2006).  
 
The issue of leadership is another problem that is affecting the operation of ICPC. From 
its inception it has been ruled by aged people due to improper interpretation of the ICPC 
Act. The Act requires the chairman to have experience as would be required for a High 
Court Judge in Nigeria or above, but those that have been appointed so far were those 
with Supreme Court qualification. These narrowed down candidates that would apply for 
the job, and mostly these people are aged and its affecting the performance of the agency. 
President Jonathan once nominated a 72 years old former judge for the chair-man of 
ICPC, but he was rejected by the Senate because they were concerned about his ability to 
meet up with the challenges of the agency. (Human Right Watch, 2011) There is also the 
problem of inadequate manpower and office accommodation. This is hindering the 
performance of ICPC. (ICPC Monitor, 2011).  
 
From the above problems highlighted, it is clear that the government is not serious with 
its anti-corruption campaign. The Independent Commission Against Corruption of Hong 
Kong (ICAC), was used as a model for the creation of ICPC, but from all indications it 
was glaring that they are different in all senses and they are incomparable. (Fee-man, 
2003)  
 
7.  SUMMARY  
 
Anti-corruption agency is one of the ways used worldwide to tackle corruption. There are 
different approaches to the creation of ICPC depending on the one that is convenient for 
the country to practice. Anti-corruption agency in Nigeria followed the multi-purpose 
agency with law enforcement powers model. Nigeria instituted ICPC as an anti-
corruption agency to tackle corruption in governance. It is well organized to follow the 
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footsteps of ICAC of Hong Kong. At the onset of its operation, everything looked 
promising. Numerous court cases against ICPC made the government to repeal the Act 
and make it more lenient on the serving political class. Government interference and other 
numerous problems of ICPC make it very hard to be compared with ICAC of Hong Kong 
(Muhammed, 2014). 
 
ICPC has the mandate to investigate and prosecute cases of corruption, prevent the 
incidences of corruption, and educate the public about the dangers of corruption. The 
structures of ICPC consist of a Chairman and twelve members selected across the six geo-
political zones of Nigeria. These structures are divided into two which are administrative 
and operational structures. The Chairman of the agency oversees all the structures, they 
all report direct to the Chairman (Muhammed, 2014). 
 
ICPC was able to prosecute some cases in the courts of law. Before the inception of ICPC 
there was never a case of corrupt officials tried in any court in Nigeria. Therefore the 
creation of ICPC is a welcome development in Nigeria, but there are still some necessary 
procedures to be carried out to make it truly independent as the name implies 
(Muhammed, 2014).  
 
Numerous problems of the agency incapacitated it from functioning as expected. 
Inadequate funding, problem of judiciary intervention, problem of leadership, inadequate 




8.  NIGERIA 
 
Independence 
Nigeria gained full independence in October 1960, as a federation of three regions 
(northern, western, and eastern) under a constitution that provided for a parliamentary 
form of government. Under the constitution, each of the three regions retained a 
substantial measure of self-government. The federal government was given exclusive 
powers in defence and security, foreign relations, and commercial and fiscal policies. In 
October 1963, Nigeria altered its relationship with the United Kingdom by proclaiming 
itself a federal republic and promulgating a new constitution. 
Nigeria is the most populous country in Africa and accounts for over half of West Africa's 
population. It borders the Gulf of Guinea, and is located between Benin and Cameroon. 
Capital City: Abuja (pop. est. 1.6 million) Natural Resources: petroleum, natural gas, tin, 
iron ore, coal, limestone, niobium, lead, zinc, arable land. Natural Hazards: periodic 
droughts; flooding. 
 
Population: 168 + million, Ethnic Groups: Nigeria has 250 ethnic groups. The most 
populous and politically influential include: Hausa and Fulani 29%, Yoruba 21%, Igbo 
(Ibo) 18%, Ijaw 10%, Kanuri 4%, Ibibio 3.5%, Tiv 2.5%. Languages: English (official), 
Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo (Ibo), Fulani, and over 500 additional indigenous languages. The 
dominant ethnic group in the northern two-thirds of the country is the Hausa-Fulani, most 
of whom are Muslim. Other major ethnic groups of the north are the Nupe, Tiv, and 
Kanuri. The Yoruba people are predominant in the southwest. The Igbo (Ibo) are 
predominant in the southeast. Religion: The population is between Muslims and 
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Christians with a small minority of those who practice indigenous beliefs. The paper is 
anchored on the following theories (Nigeria Fact Sheet, 2012). 
 
9. ICPC CONVICTIONS 
 
The Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission (ICPC), 
has  demonstrated its determination to purge the educational sector of all forms of 
corruption through its efforts that led to the recent conviction of the self-
acclaimed  Rector of International College of Professions (ICP), Eha-Alumona  in 
Nsukka, Enugu State. 
 
The attention of the Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences 
Commission (ICPC) has been drawn to some reports making the rounds on a segment of 
the speech delivered by the ICPC Chairman, Professor Bolaji Owasanoye, yesterday, 
Monday, 28th September 2020 at its 2nd National Submit on Diminishing Corruption in 
the Public Sector. The said reports erroneously implied that the Minister of Humanitarian 
Affairs diverted monies meant for Home-Grown School Feeding Programme.  
 
In the speech, Professor Owasanoye stated inter alia, ‘’ we discovered payments to some 
federal colleges (secondary schools) for school feeding in the sum of N2.67b during the 
lockdown when the children were not in school, and some of the money ended up in 
personal accounts. We have commenced investigations into these findings’’. 
 
The Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission (ICPC) is 
set to prosecute some staff of the National Examination Council (NECO) for allegedly 
possessing fake certificates. 
 
The move to prosecute the affected staff followed a request by the Registrar of NECO, 




The paper concludes that corruption has negatively impacted on infrastructural 
development in Nigeria, and the activities of the ICPC are yet to reflect on the level of 
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